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by his modcsly, has reached the Pleiades, and the other, by his presumption, is in the lowest
abyss.

Ibn at-Talmid composed some good works on medicine, one of which, the
Akrdbdttin (Antidolarium} is a very useful treatise and serves as a practical guide to
the physicians of our days.    Another of his works, that which he composed on the
Killliydt (10) of Ibn Sina (Avicena], bears the title of Kunndsh wa Hawdch (compi-
lation (nid glosses}.    The master under whom he made his medical studies was Abu
'1-Ilasan Saul Ibn Hibat Allah (11), the author of some well known medical works,
such as the Talkhfo (compendium), the Mughni (sufficient], in one volume, and the
Iknda (mti* factory), in four volumes.    Some persons found fault with these (two
last} titles and said that they should have exchanged places, because mughni signifies
what viable* to dispense with any thing and would have been an appropriate title
for the larger work, whilst the term iknda, signifying what furnishes a sufficiency,
was more suitable for a compendium.   All the medical and literary works (composed
by Ibn at-Tahntd) are very good.    His conduct was most regular and his gravity
so remarkable that, it is said, in the frequent visits made by him to the palace of
the khahfs, he was never heard to utter a jest, except on one occasion.    That was
in  the presence of the khalif al-Muktafi (li-amr illah}.    Here is what passed: A
pension which had been assigned to him on tbe glass-bottle manufactory at Baghdad
was stopped without the khalifs knowledge, and, one day that he was with that
prince, and intended to withdraw, he had great difficulty in getting up, by reason
of his advanced age.    On this, the khalif said: "Doctor! you are getting old."
To which he replied:  "It is true, my lord! my bottles are broken."    This
expression is employed by the people of Baghdad to indicate that a man is old.
When the khalif heard these words from the doctor's lips, he said: "During all
'* the time ho has been in our service I never heard him utter a pleasantry."
Enquiries being then made into the affair, led to the discovery that his pen-
sion on the bottle manufactory had been suppressed.    The khalif, being informed
of the circumstance, gave orders that the pension should be restored to him and
granted him another besides.    It had been suppressed by the vizir Aun ad-Din Ibn
Hubaira.    The anecdotes related of this doctor are very numerous.    He died at
Baghdad in the month of Safar, 560 (Dec.-Jan., A. D. 1164-5), aged nearly one
hundred years.    In the historical work of Ibn Zulak al-Fariki it is stated that ibn
at-Talmid died on Christmas day and that he was acquainted with more sciences
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